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) ESOLUTIONS are in order for the 
New Year. It is an opportune 
me to clean house, mentally and phys- 
ally—to throw out accumulations of 
rong habits of thought, old grudges 
nd harmful hates, as well as trash piled 
> in the atties of our homes. Old, use- 
s things must be discarded for those 
at are new and useful. Although New 
ear resolutions are often soon broken, 
mething of good in them is sure to re- 
ain. 
This year 1942 will probably be one 
the most fateful in the history of 
hristendom. Things other than indi- 
dual well-being will have to come first 
| our lives. The vital principles that 
ve made America great, that have 
ought to individuals security, free- 
m and prosperity are at stake. Re- 
ious liberty and the other freedoms 
t make life decent and worth living 
fe in danger of annihilation. Resolu- 
ns to defend and preserve these at 
costs must be made and kept. 
‘Now is the time to prove our faith 
God’s power against the threats of 
il men. Now is the time to renew our 
infidence in Christ’s mediatory work 
salvation. With Joshua of old we 


must all resolve: ‘‘As for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord.’’ 


ame Ore 
AMERICA BLITZED 


HEN, at dawn on December 7, 

America’s outposts were as ruth- 
lessly blitzed as Poland, Norway and 
the Netherlands, it gave the lie to those 
who had pooh-poohed even the sugges- 
tion that it could happen here. 

A glance through the issues of THE 
ConveRTED CaTHoLIc during the two 
years of its existence will show who 
were the chief of these saboteurs of 
America’s morale. Among them must 
be counted the pope’s own representa- 
tive in Washington who visited army 
eamps ‘‘adjuring’’ American soldiers 
to ‘‘work for peace,’’ and the high- 
ranking priest-politicians who support- 
ed the America Firsters and the ‘‘ Chris- 
tian’’ Fronters in opposing aggressive 
action against any of the forces of world 
Fascism. They openly told us that 
America was not worth saving anyway 
—especially since its alliance with Prot- 
estant Britain and Communist Russia. 

God is to be thanked that America 
was as well prepared as it was, despite 
the cavilling objections of these peace- 
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at-any-price isolationists. A united 
America is now defending even them. 
The least they can now do is to cooper- 
ate whole-heartedly in their own de- 
fense. 

~O 


THE TWO POWERS 

ANDWICHED in between declara- 

tions of loyalty to America and con- 
demnation of Communism and Nazism 
in the pronouncement of the Roman 
Catholic bishops assembled in Wash- 
ington on November 18, was the old 
Roman insistence on the doctrine of the 
‘*Two Powers’’ by which, they said, the 
human race must be ruled. 


This is the unyielding aim of the 
Roman papacy—that the nations must 
submit to the dictation of two author- 
itarian systems of government: the ec- 
elesiastic and the civil. It insists that 
the institution of the church of Rome 
is a ‘‘perfect society’’ directly ordained 
by God to rule the nations in conjunc- 
tion with, but with a superior power 
than, the civil state. These two powers 
are likened to the sun and the moon— 
just as the moon borrows its light from 
the sun, so the authority of the civil 
state is said to be derived from the 
church which is autocratically ruled by 
its divinely appointed head in Rome. 


Quoting directly from the teaching of 
Pope Leo XIII on the point, the Amer- 
ican Catholic bishops declared: ‘‘The 
Almighty has appointed the charge of 
the human race between two powers, 
the [Roman] ecclesiastic and the civil, 
the one set over the divine, and the other 


over human things. . .”’ 

This Leonine doctrine re-stating the 
medieval claims ofthe church of Rome 
over the conduct of the human race can- 
not be accepted if democracy is to sur- 


vive in any country. It is in essence 
authoritarian, and in practice destrue- 
tive of religious freedom and popular 
sovereignty. It can be put into practice 
only by agreement with fascist dictator. 
ships, never with a truly democratic 
goverment, unless such a government is 
prepared to commit suicide by having 
its people vote out of existence their 
cherished freedoms of religion, speech, 
press and assembly. 


Onan 


CATHOLIC CONTROL 
OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


UTSTANDING among the claims 
of the Catholic church is its as- 
serted right to control all education. The 
late Pope Pius XI went so far as to lay 
down (in his encyclical on education in 
1931) that the Catholic church’s mission 
to educate ‘‘embraces every nation 
without exception, and all men, within 
or without her membership, and there is 
no power on earth that may lawfully 
oppose her or stand in her way’’. The 
Catholic church holds that education is 
a spiritual function and that its diree- 
tion and control must rest with her 
alone, ‘‘the only true church estab- 
lished on earth by God.’’ 

Efforts to carry this outrageous claim 
into practice are aggressively made in 
this country year in and year out. The 
public school system is insolently styled 
‘*publicly supported paganism’’; Cath- 
olic children are strictly forbidden by 
canon law to attend public schools or 
private non-sectarian schools. In some 
places Catholic parents are refused the 
sacraments of their church if they send 
their children to such schools. 

The real reason, however, why the 
Catholic church is against the publi¢ 
schools is not because they do not teach 
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religion, for it is a common fact that 
Roman Catholic opposition was one of 
the chief factors that forced public 
schools in many localities to drop their 
non-sectarian religious programs. It was 
the Catholic propagandists themselves 
who raised the outcry that a hymn, a 
prayer and a Scripture reading at the 
start of the school day amounted to 
teaching their children a religion they 
were forbidden to adopt. Catholics want 
religion taught in the public schools, 
but only their own religion. 




































































Attention is called to an article in 
this issue of THE ConveRTED CATHOLIC 
summarizing the attempts by Catholic 
pressure groups this past year to gain 
control over public school education and 
even to obtain public support for their 
own parochial schools. Most of the plots 
failed, as did the effort of Archbishop 
Sehrembs of Cleveland, who issued a 
pastoral letter in November urging the 
election of an all-Catholie school board 
in that city. Such campaigns first to 
eontrol and then supplant American 
public school education with priest-con- 
trolled schools will not tend to allay the 
resentment of non-Catholics against 
other Catholic attempts to dominate the 
conduct of American life and institu- 
tions. 
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LA GARBO AND THE ARCHBISHOP 


RCHBISHOP Spellman of New 
York went out of his way last 















4 month to cross swords with Greta Gar- 
call bo. His condemnation of the ‘‘Two- 





Faced Woman’’ (her latest picture) 
was followed by denunciations from 
Catholic pulpits and press in all parts of 
the country. The Legion of Decency 
gave the picture its formal condemation, 
a“‘C’’ rating. The Knights of Columbus 
brought all possible influence to bear on 
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censorship boards to force them to ban 
it from movie theaters. 


As in many other cases of this kind, 
the repressive action was paraded in 
the interest of public morals. In reality, 
however, its real purpose was to intimi- 
date the two-billion-dollar movie indus- 
try with a demonstration of the power 
of the Catholic boyeott. The Catholic 
hierarchy in America has long been 
wanting to gain over the motion-picture 
industry the power that Pope Pius XI 
urged them to secure in his encyclical 
Vigilanti Cura. This encyclical, direct- 
ly addressed to the bishops of America 
in condemnation of the motion-picture 
industry, instructed them with its su- 
preme authority to ‘‘advance a new de- 
mand, namely, that the industry pro- 
duce motion pictures which correspond 
entirely to our principles’’. 


oe 


CHURCH AND RELIGION 
E CATHEDRAL of St. John the 
Divine of the Protestant Episcopal 
diocese of New York, largest church on 
the American continent, was opened up 
to its entire length on Sunday, Novem- 
ber 30. It is the largest Gothic cathe- 
dral in the world, though among 
churches is second in size only to St. 
Peter’s in Rome. 


Though hailed by Americans of dif- 
ferent faiths as a national shrine and a 
symbol of the undying spirit of true 
Christianity rather than just a church 
of outstanding size, no representative of 
the Roman Catholic church was pres- 
ent at the opening services. In fact, it 
is well known that the erection of this 
great cathedral, which bears the name 
of Protestant and overshadows St. Pat- 
rick’s Cathedral in location and size, 
has always irked Roman Catholics. It 
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has even been boasted in Roman Cath- 
olie cireles that by the time it will have 
been completely finished, New York and 
America at large will have become so 
Roman Catholic that a Roman Catholic 
cardinal will celebrate the occasion by a 
pontifical high mass at its main altar. 

Whether this will come to pass or 
not, it must never be forgotten that 
churches, large or small, do not make 
religion. 

-~-O-- 


BALKAN CHURCH FEUD 
IGNIFICANT of the purpose behind 
the Nazi-fascist scheme of conquest 
is the seemingly systematic attempt to 
obliterate the Serbian and Greek Ortho- 
dox Catholic church from Jugoslavia 
and all the Balkan countries We have 
the English Cardinal Hinsley’s word 
for it that in the parts of Jugoslavia oc- 
eupied by the Italians (Catholic Croatia 
and Dalmatia) there is, in contrast, no 
persecution of religion at the hands of 
fascist conquerors. 


Only those who have blinded them- 
selves to the part which the ecclesiastic 
power of Rome has played behind the 
scenes in the destruction of the Euro- 
pean status quo will fail to see this par- 
tiality to Roman Catholicism in its 
proper perspective. They forget that 
the Orthodox Catholic church has been 
the great bulwark against the spread of 
Roman Catholic influence in the Bal- 
kans ever since it definitely rejected the 
dogmatic and jurisdictional authority 
of the Bishops of Rome in the 11th 
century. The same is true of Russia. 


But the coming of Fascism restored 
the hope of victory for the Vatican over 
the ‘‘schismatic’’ churches of Eastern 
Christendom. The plan was, no doubt, 
drawn up during the negotiations that 


led to the pact between the Vatican and 
Mussolini in 1929. First to fall into the 
Vatican’s net was the Coptie chureh 
after Mussolini’s subjugation of Ethi- 
opia—with the blessing of the pope. 
Next was Albania, which was ‘‘con- 
quered’’ with the Vatican’s tacit ap- 
proval on Good Friday, 1939. The Ital- 
ian invasion of Greece followed, and 
would have failed had Hitler not come 
to the help of his Axis partner. To- 
gether they now police the whole of the 
Balkans, and these two ruthless Cath- 
olic dictators may be expected to do 
their utmost to destroy the thousand- 
year old bulwark that the Eastern Orth- 
odox church has built against the spread 
of Roman Catholicism’s influence in 
Russia and the Balkans. 


Oe = 


FOR THE RECORD 


AST-MINUTE opposition to any 

U. 8. action against Nazism or any 
of its fascist partners was contained in 
the November 22nd issue of the Jesuit 
magazine America, which advertises it- 
self as ‘‘the most influential Catholic 
periodical in the United States’’. Copy- 
ing from Nazi-fascist spokesmen who 
took the line that the blame for the 
Japanese attack on the United States 
must be laid at the door of President 
Roosevelt and his supporters because of 
their hatred of Hitlerism, it declared: 
‘*Tf it comes, the Japanese war will be 
but a part of the American war against 
Nazism. Our national determination to 
destroy Hitlerism has involved us all 
over the world.’’ 


Up till now Catholic church leaders 
in America have been consistent backers 
of the isolationist feeling that played 
into Hitler’s hands. For the first time, 
at their meeting in Washington in No 
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vember, the Catholic bishops came out 
openly against both Nazism and Com- 
munism—with their own reservations 
as to how they want the system of 
American government changed. This is 
an expedient policy, now that the 
United States is definitely committed 
toa victory over Germany and Italy, 
in which ease the Catholic church would 
be dependent upon the pro-democracy 
of American Catholics to bolster its 


claims. 
--O- = 


RELIGION AND CRIME 


CATHOLIC CRITIC takes the 

Jesuit magazine America to task 
for attributing ‘‘broken homes’’ and 
juvenile delinquency to lack of religious 
training in the public schools, in par- 
ticular for its statement that, ‘‘The 
secularized school is one of the most 
demoralizing sins of modern society’’. 
In proof of the falsity of this statement, 
this Catholic reader wrote to America 
magazine (Oct. 18, 1941) as follows: 


“When living in New York City several 
years ago, I was associated with an edu- 
cated Protestant gentleman. Unpreju- 
diced, he used to read with admiring ap- 
proval the encyclicals of Leo XIII. He 
served from time to time on the jury, 
and said that most of those brought up 
for disorderly conduct ‘came from Cath- 
olic parochial schools’. We see this for 
ourselves—students of Catholic schools, 
academies, colleges, universities, are not 
outstanding in righteousness or learning. 
There must be something rotten in Den- 
mark. 


E. M. B.” 


To those who need confirmation of 
these facts, we recommend two factual 
articles on ‘‘Catholic Education and 
Crime’’ and ‘‘ Religion and Crime’’ in 
Tae Convertep CatuHouic for the 
months of March and May, 1941. 
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BIBLE WEEK 


OST OPPORTUNE was the coin- 

eidence of the celebration of 
‘*Bible Week’’ with the first tragic days 
of America’s entrance into the war 
against our Japanese aggressors. No 
better source of courage, human uplift, 
guidance and consolation can be found 
than the Bible. Daniel Webster styled - 
the Bible not only a book of doctrine, 
morals and religion, but also ‘‘a book 
which teaches man his own individual 
responsibility, his own dignity, and his 
equality with his fellow men’’. The 
sponsors of this first celebration of Bible 
Week pointed out that the Bible is also 
‘*the source of the fields of thought 
trodden by those who founded our Gov- 
ernment’’. 


Even as literature the Bible is unsur- 
passed by any other book in the English 
language. Lord Macauley called it ‘‘a 
book which, if everything else in our 
language should perish, would alone 
suffice to show the whole extent of its 
beauty and power’’. 


For true Christians the Bible is the 
foundation of their faith and the un- 
erring inspiration of their whole lives. 
With King David they turn to God 
and gratefully repeat, with greater fer- 
vor than ever in these troublous times: 


““Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, 
and a light unto my path.’’ 


--O--> 


IDOLATRY 


ORSHIP of images may pass 

away but idolatry seemingly 
never. The essence of idolatry is not 
unbelief, but the coming of any kind of 
thing between God and his worshipper. 
It is always easy for the mind of the 
worshipper to be brought to rest on 
the creature to the forgetfulness of God. 
Thus, in the end the thing, not God, is 
worshipped. 
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CATHOLIC PRESSURE ON THE PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS 


HE YEAR 1941 saw many 
persistent efforts by Catholic 
pressure groups to have laws 
introduced into the various 

state legislatures that would permit 
further entry of the church into our 
system of public school education. 
These efforts were brought to bear 
chiefly in two directions: (1) to obtain 
public tax monies for varying degrees 
of support for Catholic parochial 
schools; (2) for extension of the ‘‘re- 
leased-time’’ plan allowing time-off 


from regular school hours for religious 
instruction by priests and ministers of 
the different denominations. The degree 
of success of these efforts was not very 
heartening to Catholic church authori- 
ties. Not only was new legislation to 


support parochial schools voted down, 
but in some cases existing illegal use of 
public funds, which had been surrepti- 
tiously sanctioned in some localities, 
was abolished, and the practice severely 
rebuked by high court decisions. 


TEXAS 

In Texas, a third attempt since 1935 
failed to amend the state constitution 
to provide free textbooks for parochial 
schools after repeated failures to ob- 
tain the necessary votes for passage of 
the amendment. In 1935, the amend- 
ment actually passed the Texas legis- 
lature, but it was subsequently voted 
down by a referendum of the people. 


SOUTH DAKOTA 


In South Dakota, the constitution 
states: ‘‘No appropriation of lands, 
money, or other property or credits to 
aid any sectarian school shall ever be 
made by the state or any county or 
municipality within the state.’’ De- 
spite this, however, an attempt was 


made by the Catholic church this past 
year to force Independent School Dis. 
trict No. 1 of Yankton, 8. D., to supply 
free textbooks to parochial school chil- 
dren. The trick employed was the plea 
that the law which allows free text- 
books to ‘‘Independent School District 
No. 1’’ refers to a geographical rather 
than a corporate unit. It was argued 
that under this interpretation all 
schools established within that district 
should be entitled to free textbooks for 
their pupils as well as other free ser- 
vices accorded to the public school at 
the expense of the taxpayers. In re- 
jecting this specious plea, Justice A. B, 
Beck of the First Judicial Cireuit Court 
ruled decisively as follows : 

“The defendant School District has 
neither the right, the power, nor the 
duty to furnish the free use of textbooks 
to plaintiff Leonard Haas (who attended 
a parochial school), or to any other 
pupil similarly situated as Leonard Haas, 
while not attending a public school & 


tablished and maintained by defendent 
School District.” 


The usual complaint made by Catho- 
lies against such decisions is that the use 
of free textbooks, free transportation, 
ete., for parochial school children is an 
aid to the individual child and not to the 
sectarian institution. But it can easily 
be seen that such a ruling contains no 
discrimination against the child, sinee, 
at any time, he can receive free text- 
books and other free services by with- 
drawal from the parochial school and 
enrollment in the publie school. It must 
also be remembered that Catholic pare 
chial schools are not just other schools 
set up side-by-side and in cooperation 
with the public schools. They are pwr 
posely set up in active opposition to the 
public schools and with the ultimate 
objective of totally abolishing them and 
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of supplanting them with parochial 
schools controlled by the Catholic 
church and conducted by priests and 
nuns at public expense. This flows from 
the claim of the Catholic church to be 
the only educator established by God 
for all men, ‘‘within or without her 
membership ’’. 


KENTUCKY 


In Kentucky this past year, Denis 
McDaniel, Superintendent of Schools 
in Hickman County, sought a ruling 
from the Attorney General’s office con- 
cerning the payment of salaries out of 
public funds to teachers (nuns and 
priests) in parochial schools. In re- 
questing a ruling on the matter he 
stated that he had been informed that 
this practice was in operation in several 
adjoining counties. Assistant Attorney 
General Owen Keller delivered the de- 
cision, which contained the following 
stinging rebuke to any county official 
who should assert the right so to use 
public tax monies : 

“If it is true, as your informants say, 

then the school board members of these 

districts are violating the law and could 
be required to return the money to the 


public school system, as well as removed 
from office.” 


It is significant to note that only a 
short while previous to this, the State 
of Kentucky passed a law allowing 
parochial school children to ride in pub- 
lie school buses, on the theory that such 
aid benefits the children and not the 
schools they attend. Furthermore, in 
order to obtain this privilege, it was 
argued and guaranteed that that was 
all that the parochial school authorities 
wanted. But the opponents of the meas- 
ure at that time foresaw and warned 
against what would happen, and what 
did happen, namely, that this bus bill 
was only the first step toward further 
raids on the public treasury for the 
support of parochial schools in defiance 


of the stipulations laid down in the 
State Constitution. 


MISSOURI 


Most important victory for the safe- 
guarding of the public school system 
was the forceful and unanimous de- 
cision of the Supreme Court of Mis- 
souri, handed down on July 25, which 
most emphatically denied any use of 
public funds for the support of relig- 
ious schools. This ended the alarming 
practice in many Missouri counties of 
incorporating parochial schools into the 
public school system while allowing 
them to retain their religious character. 
This is the farthest that Catholic pres- 
sure has ever gone in attempts to sup- 
plant public schools with parochial 
schools and make the State pay for their 
entire support. 


In the lengthy decision of the Mis- 
souri Supreme Court it was pointed 
out that the suit was brought by parents 
of public school children (many of 
whom were Catholics) against the use 
of school funds for purposes alleged to 
be sectarian and religious. ‘‘The suit’’, 
it declared, ‘‘involves the Missouri con- 
stitutional guarantees of religious lib- 
erty and presents questions which have 
never before been considered or decided 
by owr appellate courts’’. It detailed 
how the Catholic parish school of St. 
Cecelia in Osage County had been taken 
into the state public school system by 
the school board of the Meta School 
District as a publie grade school, from 
which time ‘‘it has been and now is 
supported by public funds’’; that al- 
though the textbooks and course of 
studies prescribed by the State Super- 
intendent of Schools were adopted, ‘‘the 
school seems to have been conducted as 
a parochial school in the same manner 
as before its inclusion in the public 
school system’’; that it still retained 
its name of the St. Cecelia school in the 
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same building which was rented from 
the parish priest by the school board, 
and that the same nuns were engaged 
to teach and were paid by the school 
board. 


The Supreme Court decision also 
graphically described the daily routine 
of religious exercises in the school, as 
follows : 

“We find the usual school day com- 
mencing with prayer in the morning. Af- 
ter prayer the pupils are marched, one 
room at a time, to the Catholic church 
next door for holy mass. After mass the 
pupils are marched back again to their 
schoolrooms, where they receive religious 
instruction. In this they study the Catholic 
catechism and the child’s Catholic Bible. 
On one or two days of each week the par- 
ish priest gives religious instruction to the 
pupils in the mid-morning, either at the 
church or in the schoolhouse chapel. On 
Friday afternoons the pupils are again 
marched to the church for confession. In 
the quarterly ‘Teacher’s Report to the 
Parents’ the subject of ‘Religion’ is in- 
cluded under ‘Branches Pursued’, and a 
grade in this subject is given each pupil.” 


It further pointed out that the con- 
stitution of the State of Missouri goes 
even farther than other states in making 
provision against any kind of support 
of religion out of public funds. Article 
II, par. 7, clearly and wisely states: 
“‘That no money shall ever be taken 
from the public treasury, directly or 
indirectly, in aid of any church, sect, 
or denomination of religion, or in aid 
of any priest, preacher, minister or 
teacher thereof, as such; and that no 
preference shall be given to nor any 
discrimination made against any 
church, sect, or creed of religion or 
any form of religious faith or worship.’’ 


After reviewing the constitutional 
guarantees of religious freedom in- 
volved in the case, and stating that the 
inelusion of a parochial school in the 
public school system ‘‘constitutes a de- 
nial of our guarantee of religious free- 
dom’’, the Court declared : 


“The constitutional policy of our state 
has decreed the absolute separation of 
church and state, not only in govern- 
mental matters but in educational ones 
as well. Public money, coming from tax- 
payers of every denomination, may not 
be used for the help of any religious 
sect in education or otherwise. If the 
management of this school were ap- 
proved, we might next have some other 
church gaining control of a school board 
and have its pastor and teachers intro- 
duced to teach its sectarian religion. Our 
schools would soon become the centers 
of local political battles which would be 
dangerous to the peace of society, where 
there must be equal religious rights to 
all and special privileges to none . 
No one may waive the public interest; 
the constitutional provisions are manda- 
tory and must be obeyed. 


“The members of the school board have 
unintentionally but unquestionably vio- 
lated our constitutional provisions in 
the respects noted ... This case must be 
remanded with directions to the chancel- 
lor to enter a full and proper decree for 
plaintiffs, giving them additional injunc- 
tive relief in accordance with the views 
expressed in this opinion.” 


All the members of the Supreme 
Court coneurred in this decision and it 
was signed by Judge James M. Doug- 
las. 


As a result of this sweeping decision 
against Catholic parochial school au- 
thorities, further action was taken on 
August 22, when the Missouri Attorney 
General’s office ruled that any religious 
instruction, even if only inferred by 
symbols or the segregation of pupils into 
denominational groups, would automati- 
cally prevent a school from recewing 
public money. This ruling affected 
about fifty school districts in Missouri. 
Of further significance was the denial 
of publie school funds to any school 
where students attended mass during 
the school day, or where teachers were 
hired who had ‘‘taken a vow which pre- 
vents the gwing of secular instruction 
with complete religious freedom’’. This 
was a deadly body-blow to the whole 
plan of the Catholic church in this 
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country to wipe out freedom of educa- 
tion and of religion in the public schools. 


OHIO 


The most determined Catholic cam- 
paign for control of public school edu- 
cation was made in Ohio, which has long 
been the scene of persistent efforts on 
the part of Catholic pressure groups 
to obtain public money for parochial 
schools. During the election campaigns 
last year Archbishop Schrembs of Cleve- 
land issued a pastoral letter to be read 
in all churches urging the election of 
an all-Catholic school board. Happily, 
this effort backed by the use of power 
polities also failed. 


FAILURE OF RELEASED-TIME PLAN 


Similar lack of success met the efforts 
of Catholic pressure groups in 1941 to 
have state laws passed to legalize time- 
out from public school classes for re- 
ligious instruction. Attempts were 
made in seven states to force passage 
of enabling legislation to make such 
a plan legal. In six of these states— 
California, New Mexico, Rhode Island, 
Oklahoma, Pennsylvania and Colorado 
—the bills were either defeated outright 
or allowed to die in committee. Only in 
Massachusetts was the effort successful. 
There are now nine states that have pro- 
vided legislative authority for ‘‘ released 
time’’ for religious instruction during 
public school hours. But in thirty-eight 
states the practice is carried on by 
means of favorable interpretation of 
existing state laws by courts and At- 
torneys General. Yet, despite these fav- 
orable opinions, only 357 school systems 
are taking advantage of them. And out 
of the total number of 26,000,000 chil- 
dren attending elementary and second- 
ary schools in these thirty-eight states, 
only 64,013 of them attend religious in- 
struction during school hours. 


From all this it is easy to draw the 
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conclusion that the better sense of the 
bulk of the American people (Catholics 
included) is against any and all at- 
tempts to impair the vital constitutional 
guarantees of complete separation of 
church and state affairs. But it is only 
by constant watchfulness on the part 
of wide-awake defenders of this cher- 
ished American principle that the re- 
peatedly insistent attacks of Catholic 
pressure groups can be warded off. The 
year 1941 may have been a disappoint- 
ing one for them, but they are sure to 
come back to the attack with renewed 
vigor in 1942, and every year there- 


after. 
oe 


MORE CATHOLIC PRESSURE 


NEW FORM of Catholic pressure on 

advertisers was initiated last month in 
Arkansas by the proclamation of “Catholic 
Consumer Appreciation Week”. According 
to the local Catholic diocesan newspaper 
The Guardian, of Little Rock, Ark., its 
aim is “to give Catholics and Catholic in- 
stitutions an opportunity to cooperate in 
demonstrating the strength of Catholic buy- 
ing power resulting from Catholic news- 
paper advertising”. 


s- * *& 


PHILIPPINE CATHOLIC ACTION 


S PART of the intensive program of 

Catholic Action in the Philippines, per- 
mission was recently granted to Catholic 
priests to hold religious instruction classes 
in Manila Law School, National University 
and Lacson Law College, all of which are 
secular educational institutions. The Jesuits 
conduct the classes held at Manila Law 
School and Maryknoll missioners at the 
other two institutions. 


This is in keeping with the aim of Cath- 
olic Action in the Philippines: to supply re- 
ligious instruction in secular schools when- 
ever permission to do so can be obtained. 


ss. * & 


Where the spirit of the Lord is, there is 
liberty.—II Cor. 3:17. 
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PROPAGATING FASCISM 


ea Spain’s Foreign Minister, 
Serrano Sufier, brother-in-law of 
Generalissimo Franco, is head of the 
political bureau of the Spanish Falange 
—which is to Spain what the Nazi Party 
is to Hitler’s Germany and the Fascist 
Party to Mussolini’s Italy. He is also 
chief of the Council of Hispanidad, 
which has for its object the incorpora- 
tion into the Axis orbit of most of the 
countries of South America, the Philip- 
pines, Cuba, Puerto Rico, and even 
large sections of the southwestern and 
southeastern United States, including 


the whole of Florida. 


Hitler Greets Serrano Sufier, Chief of the 
Spanish Falange and Head of the Superior 
Council of Spanish Religious Missions 
Abroad. 


Most startling of all is chief Falangist 
Sufier’s post as head of the Superior 
Council of Spanish Religious Missions 
Abroad, through which the work of fas- 
cist Spain’s widespread Roman Cath- 
olic missionaries is combined with the 
Falangist propaganda program. In 
Franco Spain, as in Salazar’s Portugal, 
Roman Catholic missionaries through- 
out the world are financed and support- 
ed by their respective fascist govern- 


ments. These religious missionaries not 
only work for the propagation of the 
Roman Catholic faith but also for the 
spread of the fascist ideology from their 
home countries. As priests exercising 
the power of religion over masses of be- 
lieving Catholics, these missionaries, 
who are paid and directed by Serrano 
Sufier’s headquarters in Spain, become 
effective instruments for the propaga- 
tion of world Fascism. 


Great Pro-American 


MASS MEETING 


SUNDAY AFTERNOON, FEBRUARY 19, at 4 P. M. 


COME 


This will probably be the 
held in New Y. 
Titheat fai aad bring your friends, 


you can sell tickets, come and 


69 Weat 44th Street, New York. 2S 


also available from: 


Among the names given here as sponsors 
of Mass Meeting to aid Fascist Spain are 
those of Marcelino Garcia Ruviera, active 
fifth columnist for Franco Spain in New 
York; two Jesuit priests: Francis X. Tal- 
bot, editor of America magazine and Robert 
I. Gannon, President of Fordham Univer- 
sity; two other priests, active agents of 
Father Coughlin’s Christian Front: Edward 
Lodge Curran and Theophane MacGuire; 
also Patrick Scanlon of the Brooklyn Cath- 
olic Tablet which, together with the Chris- 
tian Front and Catholic Action, also spon- 
sored the meeting. 


PROTESTANTS IN FRANCO 
SPAIN 


EVELATION”’ magazine recently 
published the following letter from 
a Protestant worker in Spain: 

“The persecution of evangelicals in Spain 
today is little short of that during the 
Inquisition. It is almost impossible for 
Protestants to get employment. All but 
one of the Protestant schools, and all 
Sunday schools, have been closed.” 











IN A NUTSHELL— 
THE HIERARCHY 


EW realize the intense antagonism 

of official Catholicism to what we 
eall our American way of life, which to 
a great extent is the outcome of the 
Protestant Reformation. THe ConvErt- 
ED CaTHOLIC has repeatedly shown this 
from the encyclicals and pronounce- 
ments of the popes of Rome during the 
past century and a half. But it is even 
more boldly and violently expressed by 
Catholic spokesmen and periodicals in 
our midst today. A good sample of it is 
to be found in the Jesuit magazine 
America of May 17, of this year, in an 
article by John J. O’Connor, Associate 
Professor of History at St. John’s 
(Catholic) University of Brooklyn, N. 
Y., one-time managing editor of the 
Commonweal and Catholic editor of the 
Religious News Service. It is as follows: 


“How we Catholics have loathed and 
despised this Lucifer civilization, this 
rationalist creation of those little men 
who refused to bend the knee or bow 
the head in submission to higher au- 
thority . . . Today, American Catholics 
are being asked to shed their blood for 
that particular kind of secularist civil- 
ization which they have been heroically 
repudiating for four centuries. This 
civilization is now called democracy, 
and the suggestion is being made that 
we send the Yanks to Europe again to 
defend it. In reality, is it worth defend- 
ing? What’s the sum and substance of 
it all? All the Yanks in America will 
not save it from disintegration. Unless 
a miracle occurs, it is doomed—finally 
and irrevocably doomed. The New Or- 
der in Europe will be either a Nazi or 
a British totalitarianism, or a combina- 
tion of both—a planned economy based 
on the principle of brute force .. . 


“American democracy is disintegrat- 
ing, crumbling from within. Fatigue, 
disillusionment, disgust, the unbearable 
tension in society, the fear of war and 
the fear of bankruptcy, the absence of 
security, the technological revolution 
which has gone far beyond the instru- 
ments of social control, deep-rooted, 
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anarchistic hatred of a social order 
which has too long denied the principle 
of social justice, the revolt of the masses 
and the leveling of all values, the ab- 
sence of any common ethical basis— 
these are but a few of the multiple fac- 
tors in the decline which is now upon 


“The growing anarchy can be re- 
solved in only two ways: totalitarianism 
or Christianity . . . Leadership in this 
crisis will not come from the laity. It 
will not come from the bottom of the 
Catholic pyramid. It will comeonly from 
the top, from the Hierarchy. The Chris- 
tian Revolution will begin when we de- 
cide to cut loose from the existing social 
order, rather than be buried with it, 
and release the dynamite that is stored 
up in the Christian Gospel .. .” 

We know that millions of the Amer- 
ican Catholic laity do not believe or feel 
like this, for most of them are either re- 
cent immigrants themselves or descend- 
ants of former immigrants who left 
poverty-stricken, priest-ridden coun- 
tries and found peace, freedom and 
plenty in this land and were glad to 
swear allegiance to its constitution and 
laws. 


Recently an Armenian, Steven Av- 
yan, a refugee whose family has suf- 
fered untold privations in this war and 
the last, donated his full week’s salary 
to the United States Treasury to aid the 
defense program. On that day he had 
been in this country two years, and in a 
covering note he said : ‘‘ This is the date 
of my second birthday—the anniver- 
sary of my entrance into the land of 
freedom.’’ Mr. Avyan is probably a 
Catholic, and we like to think that he 
expresses the attitude of most of the 
Catholic laity in America today. It is 
not just to blame the Catholic laity for 
the hatred for democracy openly ex- 
pressed and sedition and treason boldly 
fomented, as in the above statement 
from the Jesuit America magazine, by 
their uncompromising leaders who car- 
ry out the traditional anti-liberal and 
anti-democratic policies of their church 
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in Rome. 

The sad and dangerous part of it is 
that credulous Catholics are being 
taught to believe by these leaders that 
their hateful and seditious attitude to- 
ward the American way of life is in 
defense of the ‘‘Christian Gospel’’. So 


{ 


does Adolf Hitler teach when he says in 
Article 24 of ‘‘The National Socialist 
Party Program’’: Die Partei als solche 
vertritt den Standpunkt eines positiven 
Christentums ;’’—‘‘ The Party as such is 
in agreement with the point of view of 
a positive Christianity.’’ 


MISSIONARY LABORS OF A CONVERTED 
PRIEST 


By Dr. WauterR W. MontaXo 


Rev. Dr. Walter W. Montafio is a converted Roman Catholic priest now preaching 
the Gospel to his own people in his native Peru. The story of his life as a priest 
and of his conversion is told in B. H. Pearson’s book ‘‘The Monk Who Lived 
Again’’. The following is his personal account of some of the hardships suffered 


by him and his co-workers since he set out to bring the light of the Gospel to 


Roman Catholics in Peru. 


ODAY, as in the early centur- 

ies of Christianity, those who 

risk their lives for the truth of 

the Gospel have friends in 
public life who in secret pledge their 
support, but who fail when called upon 
in publie to act up to their promises. 
They admire the teaching of the Chris- 
tian faith, but will not save its preach- 
ers from persecution and death at the 
hands of the enemies of the Gospel. 
Many political and intellectual leaders 
in Latin American countries are friends 
of this kind, and the recent conduct of 
the members of the Congress of Peru is 
typical of what may be expected of 
South American politicians when called 
upon to resist the pressure of Catholic 
ehurch authorities. In private conver- 
sation they assured us of their help in 
securing religious liberty for Protes- 
tant preachers, told us of their belief in 
the Bible, spoke of their contempt for 
the priests, and expressed their convic- 
tion that the Protestant religion was the 
only religion worthy of acceptance. 


They told us of their appreciation of 
the work of freedom and enlightenment 
that Protestantism had accomplished 
among the Indians. Yet these same men, 
when put to the test in Congress, voted 
full support for the Catholic church, 
giving as their reason that ‘‘ because 
the majority of the country was Roman 
Catholic, the Catholic church should be 
protected by the State’’. 


In a recent presidential campaign, 
one of the candidates was accused by his 
opponents of never going to mass or 


confession. Fearful of this Catholic 
threat to his political success, he imme- 
diately won the favor of the church by 
promising that, if elected, he would 
establish new seminaries for priests 
throughout the country. He was elected, 
and now is President and protector of 
several Catholic institutions, and at- 
tends all public Catholic celebrations 
and processions. 


A further result of this political com- 


promise with the church authorities has 
been an increase in the obstruction and 
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persecution of Protestants. Shortly 
after his election, the Archbishop of 
Lima published a Pastoral Letter to be 
read publicly in every church denounc- 
ing Protestants ‘‘because they had de- 
prived the people of the Catholic faith’’. 
Immediately the peace of Protestant 
churches was disturbed by the stone- 
throwing of angry Catholies egged on 
by their priests. As I was leading the 
service one evening in my church, an at- 
tempt was made on my life. An arrow 
made with two long machine needles 


fastened to one end of a piece of wood, 
and with a propeller at the other end 
to guide it, was aimed at me. God alone 
protected me from harm. Similar per- 
secution is spreading all over the coun- 
try. In the main province of the Cen- 
tral Sierra, Protestant publicity is not 
permitted, although full liberty is al- 
lowed to attackers of Protestants. 


This unfortunate state of affairs was 
made all too clear to us by another re- 
cent incident here in Lima. Two lay- 
men of our church were sent to a town 


Dr. Montafio in his monastery cell. 
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about a hundred miles away to preach 
and distribute Gospel tracts. As they 
neared the town they were halted by a 
drunken government official who took 
them to jail. In the little church toward 
which the two brethren were on their 
way, the gathering of believers was 
united in prayer awaiting their arrival. 
Suddenly a policeman appeared, and 
with blasphemous, vulgar language 
herded them all together, men, women 
and children, and took them to the same 
jail where the two brethren had already 


been confined. The policeman ordered 
the little church closed and forbade any 
further services to be held there. Those 
arrested were accused ‘‘of immorality 
because they had an immoral book 
ealled the Bible; of being disturbers of 
the peace because they did not worship 
in accord with the teachings of the 
Catholic church; of indecency because 
they baptized in the river; of being 
thieves because they sold an evangel- 
ical magazine’’. 


Dr. Walter M. Montafio, former Dominican priest, 
dressed in the full habit of his Order. 
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After six days in prison they were 
released through efforts on our part. 
While in prison they were not worried 
or unhappy, but sang their hymns and 
praised God, and took occasion to 
preach the Gospel to the other prison- 
ers. The jailer became interested in 
their Gospel teaching and the brethren 
gave him a New Testament. As I write 
this, news comes from Northern Peru 
telling of another persecution there. The 
pastor and believers of the free Church 
of Scotland in Chachapoyas have also 
been arrested and sent to jail for the 
same ‘‘crime’’ of being Protestants. 


But none of us are alarmed at having 
to suffer persecution because of our 
faith. The most serious matter is the 
danger of losing the brilliant and prom- 
ising generation of today. While the 
political leaders are compromising with 
the Roman church, the young intellect- 
ual leaders are going far from religion 
and are engaged in a plan to make the 
country free from any religious influ- 
ence. As they see evil things and wrong- 
doings in the Roman church, they think 
that all religions are the same. While 
we are not afraid of persecution we are 
afraid of losing this hopeful generation, 
losing it for the kingdom of God. By 
means of public lectures and the press 
we are trying to tell them that there is 
something more vital than any organ- 
ization, and that is Christ. We are try- 
ing to convince them that the religion 
of the Gospel is not seeking earthly 
power, that the Lord’s kingdom does 
not belong to this world. We are trying 
to show them a religion that changes 
sad moral conditions, broken lives and 
faint hearts into happiness and abund- 
ant life. 


EDITOR’S NOTE— 


Have you read “The Monk Who Lived 
Again”, the thrilling life story of Dr. W. W. 
Montano? You should not miss reading this 
interesting missionary biography. Price: 
$1.25. 


PROTESTANT PROGRESS 
IN THE PHILIPPINES 


NDICATION of the number of Cath- 
olies converted in the Philippines, 
stronghold of traditional Spanish Ca- 
tholicism, is had from the report of 
progress of the Philippine Christian 
Mission, work of the church of the Dis- 
ciples of Christ. This one denomination 
now has nine churches in Manila alone, 
a city of four hundred thousand people. 
Their Cruzada Church has a thousand 
members and meets twice on Sundays 
with an attendance of five hundred each 
time. Furthermore, during the first 
eight months of 1941, they founded 
eight more churches in the islands—two 
on Mindanao, one in Negros and five in 
Luzon. In that period they had 542 bap- 
tisms. 


Still the population of the Philippines 
remains almost 90% Roman Catholic, 
and Catholic pressure groups use this 
fact as an argument that public affairs 
should be controlled by the Catholic 
church. An independent Catholic church 
exists in the Philippines with member- 
ship of over a million and a half. Ac- 
ceptance of Gospel Christianity by the 
Filipinos would be the best warrant for 
the defense of their Commonwealth 
against all un-American alienologies. 


--O-- 


PROTESTANTS FROM THE CATHOLIC 
POINT OF VIEW 


“Nor are we Catholics free from the in- 
fluence of pagan ideas. We American Cath- 
olics are surrounded by congenial non-be- 
lievers with the result that every day we 
are witnessing the infiltration of pagan 
ideas into the minds of Catholics. We see 
this especially in the distinction made by 
so many Catholics between God and the 
Church.” 


Quoted from a speech of the Reverend 
Augustine S. Hargendon of Boston speaking 
before the National Congress of the Con- 
fraternity of Christian Doctrine held in 
Philadelphia on November 16, 1941. Quota- 
tion from the N. Y. Times. 
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DOLLARS FOR THE VATICAN 


INANCIAL considerations make it 

necessary for the Vatican not to ap- 
pear too openly in favor of the Axis 
powers just now. It cloaks its true aims 
under a policy of so-called neutrality 
by refusing to be quoted officially even 
on the question of aid to Russia, al- 
though everyone knows it is utterly op- 
posed to anything that might prolong 
the existence of the USSR. Instead of 
giving expression to its designs, it en- 
courages its hierarchy and clergy in 
America and other countries to put 
them into operation. It must be remem- 
bered that the Vatican in recent years 
has depended almost exclusively upon 
financial contributions from the United 
States, and that U. S. dollars and sup- 
plies can still reach Rome. 


The beneficial effects to the Vatican 
of this pretense at neutrality can be 
seen in the ease of Canada, which is ac- 
tually at war with Italy. Special ar- 
rangements have been made there with 
the Apostolic Delegate, Archbishop 
Antoniutti—an Italian protected for 
the occasion by Vatican City citizenship 
—whereby he can transmit Canadian 
money to Rome. This special privilege, 
according to The Gospel Witness of 
Toronto, enables Canadian funds to 
reach, not only the Vatican, but Roman 
Catholic missions anywhere, including 
Italy, Germany, Oceupied France, 
Greece, Spain and Portugal. This 
amounts to valuable financial assistance 
to the Axis war effort. It is pointed out, 
on the other hand, that Protestant 
churches in Canada cannot send funds 
to their missions abroad, and the Union 
of Regular Baptist Churches of Ontario 
and Quebec, for instance, which used to 
support the work of the French Bible 
Mission in Franee, is now obliged to pile 
up its funds collected for this purpose 
until restrictions have been removed. 
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Following is Circular No. G. M. 60, 
sent to all banks and financial concerns 
in Canada by the Foreign Exchange 
Control Board at Ottawa instructing 
them on the special privilege accorded 
the Apostolic Delegate respecting trans- 
mission of funds to Vatican City : 


10th February, 1941. 


No. F. 417 Foreign Eachange Control 
Board—Circular No. G. M. 60 


THE FOREIGN EXCHANGE CONTROL 
BOARD ADVISE AS FOLLOWS under 
date of February 8th, 1941: 


Vatican City 


“1. To meet the difficulties of communi- 
cation and of effecting financial trans- 
actions with Vatican City without con- 
tact with enemy States, the Board has 
made special arrangements with the Apos- 
tolic Delegate in Canada. 


2. Accordingly all remittances previous 
ly made to Vatican City will hereafter 
be made in Canadian dollars to the Apos- 
tolic Delegate for deposit in his Cana- 
dian dollar bank account. It is understood 
that they consist of the following kinds of 
payments: 


(a) Special contributions for mission 
purposes; 

(b) Contributions for various religious 
orders formerly sent direct to the 
Vatican; 

(c) Sundry contributions from Cana- 
dian dioceses; 


(d) Interest coupons, etc., falling due 
on Canadian securities. 


3. Applications by the Apostolic Delegate 
to make remittances abroad for the sup- 
port of missions will be dealt with om the 
same basis as other religious remittances. 
4. Roman Catholic religious bodies which 
previously made remittances direct to 
missions abroad will continue their pre- 


vious practice on the same basis as other 


religious bodies. The Apostolic Delegate 
has indicated that he is concerned only 
with money which has been or will be 
destined for the Holy See or to the mis 
sions which will receive their support 
therefrom.” 


Please govern yourselves accordingly, 


Robert Rae, 
General Manager. 
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Since all monies gathered for Catholic 
missions are sent to the Vatican for dis- 
tribution throughout the world, it can 
easily be seen how much paragraph 4 
above is to the benefit of the Vatican’s 
policies. 






Another special privilege granted to 
the Catholic church by the Canadian 
government was contained in the post- 
fice announcement some time ago that 
air mail would be received for direct 
transmission to Vatican City. After the 
outbreak of the war, Vatican citizenship 
was conferred by the pope on the entire 
papal diplomatic corps throughout the 
world, and all his Italian represent- 
atives thus became subjects of the pope 
as a temporal prince and exempt from 
internment in countries at war with 
Italy. They all enjoy what is called dip- 
lomatic immunity. It is of dangerous 
importance that they are permitted full 
freedom of communication with their 
Vatican headquarters without any su- 
pervision or censorship of their mail. 




















Similarly, with the United States 
now at war with Italy, the Italian citi- 
wns of Vatican City in Washington will 
mjoy this same immunity; their dis- 
patches to Rome will also be immune 
to investigation and censorship. It re- 
quires no stretch of the imagination to 
realize how easily vital information 
could leak out to the Axis powers 
through the German and Italian am- 
bassadors resident in Vatican City. The 
Vatican is styled ‘‘the world’s listening 
post’’; it has equal facilities for becom- 
ing the world’s ‘‘transmission post’’. 






























TO DESTROY LIBERTY 


“To secure rights has been, and is, 
the aim of the Christian civilization; to 
destroy them, and to establish the re- 
sistless, domineering action of a purely 
central power is the aim of the Roman 
policy.” 













—Gladstone in “Vaticanism.” 
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A COLUMBIA PROFESSOR 


SPEAKS OUT 


NSOLICITED, the following letter 

was received by the wife of one of 

our staff from a professor and head of a 

department of Columbia University in 

New York City. It goes to the very 

heart of the problem of the Catholic 
church in a democracy : 


‘*T want to thank you for the copies 
of THe Convertep Catnonic. I did 
not know who had sent them until I 
read your letter. I have passed them 
on to places where they would do the 
most good. I can well imagine that 
carrying on with the magazine is an 
uphill job. 

‘The whole problem is one of our 
own making, it seems to me. We estab- 
lished religious freedom in this coun- 
try, and then assumed that, because 
the Protestant and Jewish sects 
were all non-centralized organizations 
whose policies are made by those re- 
sponsible to their lay membership, 
they and all other churches would 
operate more or less harmoniously 
within our democratic framework. 
But in the case of the Roman church 
such an assumption seems to have 
been completely fallacious. Its hier- 
archy is, and intends to remain, 
authoritarian, and is in no wise re- 
sponsible in its policy-making to the 
majority will of its lay membership. 
Although Catholic laymen in Amer- 
ica are undoubtedly more liberal than 
Catholics anywhere else on earth, 
they have no voice, nor can they ever 
have, in policy-making. Moreover, 
the hierarchy here seems to be not 
only illiberal but is actually organ- 
izing itself to become progressively 
less liberal. Indeed, under a popular 
climate of religious toleration, the 
members of the hierarchy are achiev- 
ing reactionary victories which would 
not be possible even in some Cath- 
olic countries where the public is well 
aware of the dangers of clericalism 
in polities; here they are not pre- 
vented, by the notion that they must 


18 


be religiously tolerant, from dragging 
the issue out in the open. In America, 
where the danger of political clerical- 
ism is not understood, any attack 
upon it is misconstrued even by the 
Protestant public as an act of relig- 
ious intolerance. 

‘*T am aware, merely from observa- 
tion, of the evils of political clerical- 
ism and its threat to democracy. Some 
day we may wake up and see that an 
organized, militant authoritarian re- 
ligious institution cannot be tolerated 
in a democratic society. Authoritar- 
ianism is so efficient (because it sacri- 
fices ultimate values for proximate 
ends) that it will always defeat demo- 
cratic institutions unless safeguards 
are set up and constantly maintained. 
We ean get along with a Catholic 
minority only if we are perfectly free 
to bring the issue out in the open and 
educate our youth to see what its im- 
plications are. That is approximately 
what the English have done—that 
and the curbing of the political power 
of the Roman church by legal meas- 
ures. Within this open and above- 
board framework, the English Cath- 
olie is perfectly free to practice the 
religion of his choice—and rightly so, 
whether we think that religion is rea- 
sonable or wholly non-intellectual and 
unreasonable. We now see in France 
a ‘devout’ clerical party working 
diligently and prayerfully to wipe 
out the last sparks of freedom in that 
nation, busy consummating the Cath- 
olie hierarchy’s long-nurtured dream 
of obliterating Freemasonry, democ- 
racy, Calvinistic individualism, Rous- 
seau-ism, and what [Jesuit Father] 
Gannon calls ‘the rising plague of 
liberalism’; they cannot even see that 
their sectarian authoritarianism is a 
perfect tool for Hitler’s secular au- 
thoritarianism. 

‘‘How successful THE CONVERTED 
CaTHo.ic will be in helping to com- 
bat similar machinations of the Ro- 
man termitary in this country, I do 
not know. I am aware, though, that 
it is a thankless job. However, I had 
no intention of waxing so garrulous.’’ 
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STRANGE CONVERSION 


ERE is the story as told to us: 
Mrs. Flanagan, meeting her neighbor, 
Mrs. Kelly, one Sunday morning coming ont 
of a Protestant church, indignantly @& 
claimed: 


“Glory be! Mrs. Kelly, sure an’ it wouldnt 
be after turning Protestant you’d be!” 


“Begorra, and why not, Mrs. Flanagan! 
And ’tis nothin’ I’m ashamed of either. It, 
like this: I says to meself, ever since they 
made the Armistice back in 1918, what dif 
we have but depression, poverty and misery, 
with nothin’ to fall back upon but home re 
lief and WPA! But now comes along the 
war again; me husband gets a good job at 
$75.00 a week; Johnny earns $50.00 a week, 
and even Mary, who’s just after finishing g 
course in one of them night schools, hag¢ 
job in an office at $20.00 a week. But now, 
just as we’re all prosperin’ again, the pope 
and the priests orders us all to pray for 
peace!” 


--O-—- 


THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN 
GERMANY 


ENZIL G. M. Patrick, writing from 
Geneva, Switzerland, on Septem 
ber 20, to The Christian Century, sup 
plies us with a most enlightening ae 
count of Catholic church conditions in 
Germany from a Swiss Roman Catholie 
periodical, Kirchenzeitung. What may 
be surprising to many is the compare 
tive freedom of speech and action en 
joyed by the Catholic church and it 
people in Hitler’s Reich. Following is 
what this Roman Catholic paper re 
ports: 
“The public is buying more Bibles ané 
more religious books than before. Ser 
mons are much better than they used 
be. The clergy is conscious of the call of 
the hour. There are only too many que 
tions to be dealt with and the people are 
more receptive to the Word of God. Th 
church is the only place where the Get 
man of today cam still hear a compare 
tively free, true, courageous word, in at 
dition to the eternally unchanging litany 
of the radio, press and public speeches. I 
was astonished and rejoiced to see that 
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these preachers are not overcautious. 
Their preaching is right up to date and 
deals exclusively with the fundamental 
truths of Christianity and they courag- 
eously defend the rights of personality 
and the uniqueness of the Christian faith 
over against the exaggerated national- 
istic theories.” 











eae 














‘dnt 











From this there seems to be no doubt 
about the fact that, despite minor dif- 
ferences between Nazi authorities and 
the conduct of certain recalcitrant lib- 
eral Catholic groups, the relations be- 
tween the Catholic church and the Nazi 
regime are quite cordial. 






















--O-- 


SPAIN PERSECUTES PROTES- 
TANTISM 


[§ CONTRAST to the favored posi- 
tion enjoyed by Roman Catholicism 
in Germany and all fascist dictator 
countries, is the sad plight of Protes- 
tantism in fascist Spain. With the sign- 
ing of the recent agreement between 
the Vatican and the Franco government 
“to restore the Catholicism of the glori- 
wus national tradition’’, the last hope 
for freedom of religion for Protestants 
in Spain seems to have vanished. The 
same Denzil G. M. Patrick reports to 
The Christian Century about the perse- 
aition of Protestantism in Spain as 
follows : 


Two recent provisional decrees led to 
the immediate closing of all Protestant 
schools in Spain and forbade the reopen- 
ing of the Protestant churches which had 
been closed during the civil war. All 
notices outside the churches had to be 
taken away. At present, Protestant ser- 
vices can be held at about eight places, 
whereas more than 200 churches and 
chapels have been shut. The Protestant 
edition of the Bible may not be sold any 
longer. Stocks of the British and For- 
eign Bible Society in Madrid were con- 
fiscated and destroyed. The fact that Cath- 
olic instruction is compulsory in all 
Schools and that attendance at mass is 
obligatory for all soldiers, state officials 
and invalids in hospital, exercises great 
pressure on the Protestants. Economic 
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difficulties must be added to all this. Some 
of the Protestant pastors have had to flee, 
especially those who were once Catholic. 
Some have been able to find humble work 
to do in Spain, but most are in deep dis- 
tress. They have no support from abroad 
and do not dare to apply to the relief or- 
ganizations. The pastors in the village 
congregations are closely watched. They 
are forbidden to visit the former mem- 
bers of their congregations. 


Here is ample proof of what is taught 
by Catholic officials even in the United 
States*, namely, that in Protestant 
countries with Catholic minorities, the 
Catholic church claims the right to full 
liberty of action and propaganda, but 
in Catholie countries is justified in de- 
nying that liberty to Protestant min- 
orities. 


* Cf. The State and the Church, Ryan & 
Miller, p. 38. 


ono 
THE LEGEND PERSISTS 


ANY local newspapers carry a 

**Catholic Information’’ column, 
which purports to show how patriotic 
the Catholic church is in America and 
endeavors to quiet Protestant fears 
about Catholic teaching. 


The weekly paper in Bucknell, Pa., 
recently carried such a column, which 
is devoted to a re-hash of the old claim 
that Thomas Jefferson was indebted to 
Cardinal Bellarmine for the principles 
contained in the American Declaration 
of Independence. It speaks of Robert 
Bellarmine and Thomas Jefferson, 
whose pens ‘‘inked out philosophies so 
similarly sound and Godlike’’, that 
Bellarmine must have ‘‘whispered to 
Jefferson as he pondered and wrote his 
historic document’’. 


This fantastic legend has been many 
times exploded, most recently in two 
articles in THE CoNverRTED CATHOLIC 
for the months of November and De- 
cember, 1941. 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


On the Lookout 


By James J. MurPHy 


JAPAN AND THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 


THE SECRET ENTENTE of the Vatican 
with Nazi-Fascism is chiefly revealed by 
its policy of passive resistance to the anti- 
Hitler crusade of the Democracies. How- 
ever, the Vatican-Fascist pact is also clearly 
evidenced in the Far East. Hand-in-hand 
with growing Nazi influence on the military 
dictatorship of Japan, Japanese relations 
rapidly grew in cordiality, while harassing 
and expulsion of Protestant missionaries 
became the order of the day. The N. Y. 
Herald-Tribune of October 8, 1941, observ- 
ingly remarked: “The Japanese Govern- 
ment has become more cordial to the Cath- 
olic church in the last six months than at 
any time in recent years, while China [now 
largely under Japanese control] has con- 
tinued to be the most flourishing Catholic 
mission field in the world.” The Herald- 
Tribune goes on to quote the latest informa- 
tion from Japan received by the Right Rev- 
erend Thomas J. McDonnell, national direc- 
tor of the Society for the Propagation of 
the Faith: “The Japanese have not actually 
granted recognition yet to any Christian 
sect except ‘to that Christian church which 
is known as Roman Catholic’”. He might 
have significantly added that all foreign 
missionaries have been forced to leave Japan 
except those “recognized” by the Japanese 
Government, i.e.. Roman Catholics. 


While Roman Catholics bask in the favors 
of the Rising Sun, persecution and expulsion 
of Protestant missionaries spread to Japan- 
ese-controlled China. A typical instance is 
the recent case of three Presbyterian mis- 
sionaries arrested in the Japanese puppet 
state of Manchukuo. After the Japanese 
had held them incommunicado for over a 
month, they ruthlessly expelled them in 
November 1941, without even revealing the 
nature of their charges. 


* * * 


VATICAN—DEFENDER OF HITLER 


PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT’S declaration of 
the anti-religious program of Nazi Germany 


was discreetly followed by an English 
language broadcast from the Vatican which 
attempted to leave the opposite impression, 
An account of the broadcast appeared ig 
the N. Y. Times of November 11, under the 
headline: “Nazi Creed Speaks of Belief ip 
the Divine. Vatican Gives Catechism With 
out Comment—Text From German Paper.” 


x ak ok 


WAVE OF THE FUTURE 


PROOF of Hitler’s admiration for things 
Catholic and the well-laid plans for the 
clerico-fascist New Order is the following 
Associated Press dispatch from Rome pub 
lished in the N. Y. Times of December 3, 
1941: “Latin will be the official inter 
national language for scientific relations in 
Adolf Hitler’s so-called ‘New Europe’. .. 
The Institute of Roman Studies is prepar 
ing modern Latin dictionaries for that 
day.” 
+ * * 


ROMAN ETHICS 


THE CATHOLIC ETHICS of “secret com- 
pensation”, even as taught in elementary 
catechisms, allows stealing under circum. 
stances where the thief feels that the owner 
has less right to the money and property 
in question than he himself has. (See article 
on “Religion and Crime” in THe CoNvVEeRTE 
CATHOLIC, May, 1941). 


That the “secret compensation” doctrine 
of Catholics is no matter of theory but an 
evil practice that has wormed its way even 
into courts of justice is shown by the fob 
lowing case, which is by no means uh 
common: 


Catholic John Francis O’Connor, thirty 
five years old, was in debt. He ‘borrowed 
money from the Bank of Manhattan where 
he worked. At his trial in Federal court, 
his Catholic attorney Thomas C. Casey 
pleaded in his favor that the bank does al 
injustice to a young man by paying him 
only $30 a week and expecting him t& 
dress fashionably; that under circumstances 
where the bank obliges its employee t 
handle large sums of money, he should not 
be blamed for ‘secretly compensating’ him 
self. Catholic Judge Clancy, after hearing 
this plea, suspended a six-month sentence. 
(Cf. N. Y. Post, November 19, 1941). 

It is fortunate that most Catholics study 
their catechism with little diligence, othet 


wise such cases might be even more fe 
quent. 
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NORTH AMERICAN FUEHRER 


CATHOLIC SINARQUIST “fuehrer’, Sal- 
yador Abascal, was arrested in Michoacan, 
Mexico, on December 2, after conducting 
a meeting that denounced the national edu- 
eation law as “socialistic” because it ex- 
dudes the teaching of the Catholic religion 
in the public schools and favors social re- 
form. [Teaching of the Catholic catechism 
is allowed in the Catholic schools of Mex- 
ieo.] Twenty other Sinarquists were ar- 
rested in Oaxaca for terrorizing school 
teachers. Seven hundred Sinarquists have 
been arrested during the past year as 
murderers of teachers and cooperative farm 
workers. (Cf. N. Y. Post, Dec. 2, 1941). 


The clerico-fascist Sinarquismo party is 
made up of ardent Catholic Action-ists. 
President Camacho of Mexico, a Catholic, 
in spite of his democratic leanings, long 
hesitated through fear of Catholic back-fire 
tocondemn Sinarquismo, although the party 
was already notorious as a transmission 
belt for Nazi propaganda and known to bé 
financed by the German Government. (See 
Tue ConverTep CATHOLIC, November 1941, 
p. 226 and p. 241.) A Congressional major- 
ity, headed by Felix Diaz, a democratic 
liberal, recently forced the President to out- 
law Sinarquismo in the interests of both 
national and Pan-American defense. 














































* * * 






FRUSTRATION OF COUGHLIN 


ANTI-SEMITIC SATELLITES of Father 
Coughlin held high hopes of gaining control 
of the New York chapter of the America 
First Committee. With it would come a 
coveted place on the national committee 
with major power in the carefully planned 
political campaign of 1942. The Lindbergh 
Jew-baiting speech was all that was needed 
to assure victory for the Coughlin hench- 
men. Spokesman for the Coughlin forces 
was Edwin S. Webster, Jr., executive-secre- 




















* tary of the New York Chapter of America 
nell First. His constant companion was Robert 
oe Harriss, Coughlin’s business manager and 
i not publisher of Social Justice. George Sntythe, 
him former bodyguard of Father Coughlin, was 
sring loaned to Webster for protection until the 
coal “big deal” came off. 

And then came the war! America First 
study was forced to dissolve. The most disap- 
ther | Pointed and embittered man in America is 
. tre Father Coughlin. On the memorable Decem- 





ber 8th General Wood, Senator Wheeler, 
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Representative Hamilton Fish and other 
“America Firsters” proudly declared their 
support for America-at-War. Coughlin 
sulked in his Hitlerian gloom. To the in- 
sistent reporters his only answer was: “No 
comment”, 

* t e 


TAMMANY CORRUPTION 


SHAMELESSNESS in Tammany Hall is 
as brazen as ever. After the people of New 
York City in the public referendum of 
November 1941 voted out of existence the 
440 sinecures of Tammany hangers-on in 
Sheriff's and Register’s offices, the bosses at- 
tempted to cajole the State Civil Service 
Commission into making the present office- 
holders permanent civil service employees 
so as to overrule and nullify the will of the 
people. This would cost the City a half 
million dollars a year for political parasites. 
Newspaper protest prevented the fraud, but 
only at the last minute. The Commission 
in turning down the Tammany request 
threw them a sop by taking under special 
consideration five cases in which the desired 
civil service immunity may be granted. 
One of the five favorites is a Helen S. 
Broun, a cashier at a salary of $4,300 a 
year. She is a co-leader in the Tammany 
party. 


After the recent elections Governor Leh- 
mann foiled a Tammany request to have 
its defeated candidate for City Controller 
reappointed to a judgeship paying $25,000 
a year. 


Joseph A. Ruddy, Tammany politician 
and brother of a Tammany district leader, 
finished this past October a Sing Sing sen- 
tence for civil service fraud perpetrated 
while he held a City civil service job at 
$4,260 a year. Contrary to Sing Sing pre 
cedent he was released the moment his 
minimum sentence expired. One month af- 
ter his release, while still on parole, he 
impudently filed suit in Supreme Court to 
compel New York City to pay him an annual 
retirement allowance of $2,133. 


* * * 


JOKE OF THE MONTH 


ARNOLD LUNN, English convert to Cathol- 
icism, now lecturing at Notre Dame Uni- 
versity in Indiana states that “the Cath- 
olic church in Spain, Spanish army chiefs, 
Carlists and even many Falangists are anti- 
Axis”. 
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THIS CRITICISM 


By Joun H. Brown 


EVEN more so than in the United States proper is the American way of life 
(because of its freedoms, and especially its public school system of education) 
criticized and attacked in the Philippines. In the forefront of the attack are the 
Jesuits, with their ‘‘Commomveal’’ magazine and ‘‘ Ateneo’’ radio. They openly 
advocate for the Philippines a corporative system of government similar to that 
in Salazar’s Portugal. Because of the strategic position of the Philippines in the 
storm-center of the Pacific, we are happy to reprint the following timely and 
caustic article against these Jesuit critics from the esteemed ‘‘Philippine Maga- 
zine’’ edited by A. V. Hardendorp and published monthly in Manila. It was 
written before the outbreak of the war in the Pacific in protest against wn-Amer- 
ican activities in the Philippines: 


wielded by the United States has been enlivened if not enlightened by 
certain curious caustic animadversions upon the way in which America 
works and walks. 


Across the air have come snappy pulsations broadflung by chirping school boys 


| N recent days this outmost outpost of the sway and suasion so gently 


who prate ad nauseam on matters holy and profane. Their main endeavor seems 
to be to show America up. 


Some of the boy journalists of Manila also tender the American Republic their 
daily or weekly morsels of advice. Their main qualification for this enterprise 
seems to be a profound lack of acquaintance with American ideas and ideals. Ap- 
parently also they possess an instinct which enables them to misapprehend every 
fact which presents itself to their struggling intelligence. 


America’s outlook is questioned, her deficiencies are catalogued, her motives are 
assigned and interpreted, all from the Old World viewpoint and in the light of Old 
World conceptions. These fulminations bear little relevance to any American 
form of thought and are, on the whole, inconsequential. 


The principal target of these strictures is the public school system which we 
learn is in a ghastly, ungodly condition. It is advertised in Manila as the source of 
all sin and all satanity. It is sneered at as non-sectarian and non-creedistic. Dia- 
tribes aired and diatribes printed spread the news that Americans never did know 
how to go about it to build any decent sort of instructional machinery. 

These morose murmurings seem to be inspired by certain European or Asiatie 
evangelists. They are obviously directed by maladjusted minds steeped in Old 
World philosophy. 

Our attention is always drawn to the ancient sod which the progenitors of the 
American people left behind them with such eagerness. 


All things are better done on the farther shores. And we are offered objective 
instances in profusion. On the fertile flats of Flanders—through the picturesque 
valleys freshened by the Tagus waters—in the verdant fields of pasture where the 
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river Shannon flows, life and learning are differently constituted. Always in a 
fair far land the vine flourishes and the pomegranate buds. 


In the precocious maunderings of certain of Manila’s assiduous editors there 
is also a persistent and consistent undertone of deprecation regarding America’s 
foreign policy. Her attitude toward Europe is repeatedly deplored. It appears 
that she has picked the wrong horse. It just seems quite too bad that America is 
disposed to stand with the impossible people whose language she speaks, whose 
laws she lives by, and whose ancient ideals she cherishes. 

The net effect of these aspersions on America is negligible principally because 
the American people are not disposed to give one hasty hoot for any opinion held 
by any living man or dead ghost outside of the United States. Moreover any 
reader or listener who is still at large and in possession of a couple of convolutions 
ean appraise palpable propaganda when it confronts him. 


Apparently Americans never do get fed up on criticism abroad. They often 
look upon it as encouraging. It has never been their purpose to mold their institu- 
tions or to adapt their operations to conform with the wishes of the rest of the 
human race. They do not conceive that it is their mission to keep any outlanders 
in good humor. In short they pursue their existence and administer their affairs 
with no intention of pleasing any foreigner on earth. 


If criticism and censure of the United States in Asia and Europe were entirely 
to discontinue, it would be altogether deplorable from the American viewpoint. 
When the world becomes satisfied with America, America will be highly dissatisfied 
with the world. 


Nevertheless the carpings and cavilings of sections of the Manila radio and the 
Manila press do have a sort of nuisance value, and a certain irksomeness obtains 
when the public school system of the Republic is attacked. America is proud of 
her schools. She has glorious cause to be so. The public schools are the very founda- 
tions of the Republic. Universal education never existed until the United States 
existed. An attack upon American schools is an attack upon America. 

It should be made known to mankind (if indeed Americans cared even slightly 
for an outside judgment) that the United States was originally organized to be 


different from the rest of the world. The United States is not just another country. 
It is other than the others. 


The public schools of the United States are completely secular. There are potent 
reasons therefor, most adequate and most compelling. These need not now retard 
us but it will be enough to say that this condition is immutable. Americanism 
before all else means secularism. 

In the United States the suffrage is based entirely upon citizenship and sanity. 
No qualification of property, station, rank, race, or religion exists. The suffrage is 
universal. Consequently education must be universal. The Government’s duty 
requires that every citizen be tutored in citizenship. No other government on 
earth has this obligation. 

The United States, of all the nations on this globe, has an honest, untainted 
system of schools open to every child within the national boundaries. Education 
is free. It is modern. It is compulsory. The government of every State recognizes 
the need of schooling every child. 

From the beginning of their history the American people have shown an alto- 
gether fanatical passion for education. Education in the United States is almost 
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a superstition. No other institution has ever been held in such tender regard as 
the free, common school system. No other nation has ever devoted half as much 
money to its schools. No other nation has ever had such faith in education. No 
other nation has ever found such faith so well justified. 


Nothing is so precious to the American people as their school system. To strike 
at the American schools is to strike at the American people. Nothing else could be 
so bitterly resented except actual armed assault upon the Government. 


Almost every day in this vicinage, as the shadows lengthen and the whispering 
of the breeze begins, there appear one or more editorials devoted to prognostica- 
tion and lament. The patent facts are summarized and woven with patent fancies, 
and grotesque implications are propounded therefrom. The broad general infer- 
ences which flow from these sickly wailings would seem to suggest that America 
is drifting to her doom. 


These weird effusions are plainly not dispensed by the Gothic Consulate-General 
in Manila, else they would be more cleverly worded and less clumsily conceived. 
But they are just as evidently emanations of an un-American or anti-American 
mind. They exhibit every mark of an alien ideology. They fit like a glove the praxis 
of the Axis in their antic attempts to make friends and influence people. 

This year is one of history’s fateful years and Manila is within a great storm 
area stretching from Batavia and Singapore to Tokio and Shanghai. This is 
scarcely the tokened time and not quite the punctual place for such tendacious 
tactics on the part of any organs of publicity. 

The purposes of America are simple and sincere. They are well known on every 
island and on every continent. The American people have a culture and a civiliza- 
tion entirely their own. From Asia and from Europe in the past hundred years 
they have learned little and have liked less. 


In former days, a well-spread, good-natured Governor-General in Manila, a 
man most terribly American and not without a certain largeness of soul and a 
certain grasp of the essential things, was inspired to render to the world one of 
those Ilomerie conceptions which it were worth a long voyage over the ample 
ocean to discover. This rich rendition must have set the Olympian groves resound- 
ing to joyous Jovian guffaws. Addressing a gathering of friends and others, he 
launched a blasting retort to those unacclimated erities who had censured his 
country and his administration. He remarked with classic pertinence, ‘‘The boats 
run both ways!”’ 


The versatile Governor is gone. But navigation of the seven seas is still an art 
and an enterprise. The boats still run both ways, and it should be mellow in the 
minds of those cross-grained exotic beings who like not this climate nor these 
coasts and who are everlastingly critical of America, and her ways, that sailings 
are still available upon the face of the waters. 


Speech, of course, is free and so also, sometimes, is passage back to those blessed 
Old World shores where life is so beautifully organized. 
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Owing to lack of space we are obliged to hold over till next month 
the second installment of the Syllabus of Errors of Pope Pius IX. 
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THE REAL REMEDY 
UTHORITARIANIS\M, in the con- 
duet of both religious and civil 
affairs, is what all true Americans must 
dread, for it is the antithesis of the phil- 
osophy of government formulated by 
the founding fathers of our American 
Republic and is destructive of our 
American way of life. It is a confession 
of despair that man cannot rule him- 
self, that he cannot find his way alone. 
It is also opposed to the Christian ethic 
that man must be his own priest in his 
relations with God, and his own ruler in 
civil matters through representatives of 
his own choosing. 

The opposite to authoritarianism is 
individual liberty, whereby the indi- 
vidual integrates himself, is master of 
his own destiny under God’s guidance, 
and in like manner helps to order and 
integrate the life of the community of 
which he is a part. It does not neces- 
sarily conduce to license, lawlessness 
and Godlessness, as opponents of indi- 
vidual liberty falsely assert. On the 
contrary, it is expected that its results 
should be in keeping with the teaching 
of the Christian Gospel, by the full ac- 
ceptance of which the individual ac- 
quires self-determination, intellectual 
liberty, spiritual freedom, and release 
from the paralyzing fear of tyrannical 
men who seize autocratic power over the 
civil and religious conduct of other men. 

This was taught by Christ and is 
clearly embodied in such principles 
enunciated by him as ‘‘Ye shall know 
the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free’’. A society of free men directly 
responsible to God is the real goal of 
man’s highest aspirations; by its attain- 
ment alone can the fruits of Christian 
teaching reach maturity. 




































THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


QUESTION BOX 


Q. Why do Protestants deny the power to 
priests to forgive sins in confession when 
they can read in their Bible (St. John’s 
Gospel, chapter 20, verses 22-23) that 
Christ said to his apostles: ‘‘Whosesoever 
sins ye remit, they are remitted unto 
them; and whosesoever sins ye retain, 
they are retained’’?—-M. K., Minneapolis, 
Minn. 


(Because of the importance of this ques- 
tion we devote our entire Question Boz to 
it in this issue.) 


A. This is one of what Catholic apolo- 
gists call “great Catholic texts”, which, they 
say, prove the power of their priests to for- 
give sins and the power of the pope to rule 
all Christian people. Protestants some- 
times give an unsatisfactory answer to this 
question, which is simple enough if the text 
and its context are clearly explained. 


In the first place, it is well to note that 
Jesus Christ preceded this pronouncement 
by saying “as the Father hath sent me, even 
so I send you”. There is a similarity, there- 
fore, between the “mission” of Christ from 
the Father and the “mission” of the apos- 
tles by Christ. Yet we know that their 
office and work were distinct. Christ was 
sent to save from sin by his death; the 
apostles were sent by him in turn, not to 
save, but to preach his Gospel of salvation. 


It is evident, therefore, that the apostles 
were not commissioned judicially to forgive 
sins. Even if they were, we know from the 
Gospel record of their acts that they never 
exercised any such power. 


Secondly, the church of Rome does not 
act upon this text literally, for if so, priests 
would have arbitrary power to say to a peni- 
tent “I pardon you” or “I condemn you”. 
The Catholic church teaches that a penitent 
in confession must at least have “attrition” 
for his sins in order to benefit by the 
priest’s absolution. 


The real answer, however, is contained in 
the fact that Jesus Christ at the time was 
commissioning his apostles to go forth and 
preach his Gospel of salvation to the whole 
world, “that repentance and remission of 
sins should be preached in his name among 
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem” (Luke, 
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24:47). The apostles went forth and re- 
mitted sins, as all Protestant ministers do 
today not, however, by saying as all Cath 
olic priests do in confession “Absolvo te” 
(“I pardon you”), but by preaching the 
Gospel of the forgiveness of sins by the 
sacrifice of Christ. The apostles and their 
successors were not sent, as Christ alone 
was sent by the Father, to forgive sins, but 
to preach their remission to those who would 
accept his Gospel, and their retention to 
those who would reject it. Christ, therefore, 
clearly instructed his apostles that, “Whose- 
soever sins ye are the means of remitting by 
your preaching of the Gospel, they will be re- 
mitted, and whosesoever sins ye retain when 
this Gospel is rejected, they will be re- 
tained.” For the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
while it is “the savour of life unto life” to 
some, is “the savour of death unto death” 
to others. 


Catholic apologists also point to the verse 
in Matthew 18:18: “Whatsoever ye shall 
bind on earth shall be bound also in heaven; 
and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven”, which is again 
repeated in Matthew 16:19, to Peter. They 
say that this proves that Christ gave all 
power on earth and in heaven to the popes 
of Rome and the priests of the Catholic 
church. 


But here again it must be noted, first, 
that this was said to all Christ’s disciples, 
including the women present. Again, this 
does not refer to binding and loosing from 
sins against God, but to releasing Chris- 
tians from burdensome, non-Christian 
works, such as fasting, abstaining from 
meats, forbidding to marry (which St. Paul 
calls “doctrines of devils” in I Tim. 4:1-3), 
and the binding them to what is salutary in 
faith and practice. Since all Christians be- 
long to the “priesthood of believers”, laws 
for the maintenance of communal order are 
necessary among them and are sanctioned 
by God as agreed upon by them. 


By full interpretation of these so-called 
“great Catholic texts’, the unwarranted 
claim of the church of Rome falls to the 
ground. Texts like the above, often merely 
a part of the text, without proper context 
and devoid of the whole spirit of the teach- 
ing of Christ, prove nothing conclusively. 
Of such is Rome’s most vital text of all: 
“Thou art Peter and upon this rock. . .” 
Texts and parts of the texts used in this 
way can lead to the most ridiculous conclu- 
sions—like the well-known case of the man 
who read to the end of the page: “And Judas 


went and hanged himself’, then turned twe 
pages that were stuck together and read at 
the top of the next page: “Go thou and do 
likewise!” 


Ore 


SPIRIT OF TORQUEMADA 


MANY indications prove the danger of the 
spread of the spirit of persecution today as 
a result of the revival of inquisitional 
methods by the Nazi-fascist dictatorships. A 
review in this magazine (May, 1941) of the 
book, “Characters of the Inquisition” by 
William T. Walsh, highly authoritative 
Catholic author, showed how praise for the 
torture methods of Torquemada can be 
broadcast even in twentiethcentury Amer. 
ica. This author actually was awarded the 
Laetare Medal last year from Notre Dame 
University, which is the highest academie 
honor accorded by the Catholic church in 
this country for meritorious Catholic work. 

How acceptance of the poisonous spirit of 
religious persecution may spread was made 
evident by a favorable review of Walsh’s de 
fense of medieval Inquisitors in The Holy 
Cross Magazine, put out by the Protestant 
Episcopal but decidedly Anglo-Catholic Or- 
der of the Holy Cross at West Park, N. Y. In 
its July, 1941, issue, the Rev. Carl Tiede 
mann says in part of Walsh’s book: 

“The author of this highly entertaining 
book has gone directly to the sources and 
has exposed many inaccuracies. He omits 
nothing, however harsh, and he draws & 
new picture of the Inquisition as it actual 
ly was... Mr. Walsh’s examination makes 
thrilling reading. . Here is a book which 
may be read not only for pleasure, but for 
justice’s sake.” 

We must surely be on our way back to 
the Middle Ages when a minister of the 
Christian religion urges the reading of @ 
book justifying the torture methods of the 
Inquisition as something “thrilling” and 
for the sake of “pleasure” and “justice”. 


~Ooe 
FIFTY TO ONE 


HE ROMAN CATHOLIC bishop 
of Brooklyn, N. Y., has opened fifty 
centers for the instruction of Protes 
tants in the teachings of the Roman 
Catholic religion. In contrast, Christ’s 


‘ Mission is the only institution with the 


special object of instructing Roman 
Catholics in the teachings of Evangeli- 
cal Christianity. 
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About Books 


NOTES FROM A LAYMAN’S GREEK 
TESTAMENT, by Ernest Gordon, 371 pages, 
doth, W. A. Wilde Company, Boston, Mass. 
Price $2.00. 


THE AUTHOR of this work is the editor of 
The Sunday School Times and son of the 
late Rev. Dr. A. J. Gordon, well known as a 
preacher of the Gospel in Boston towards 
the end of the last century. The Greek Testa- 
ment used by the author in the collecting of 
the items for this work is the one from 
which his father preached the Gospel of 
Grace. 


Although the title indicates that the book 
is the work of a layman and not a technical- 
ly-trained theologian, it has the unmistak- 
able marks of scholarship without the super- 
abundance of dry erudition found in scholar- 
ly works that makes them difficult to under- 
stand. This is an excellent Scriptural refer- 
ence work for the laity for this very reason; 
it is of more valuable assistance still for 
Sunday school teachers and ministers who 
have no knowledge of Greek. 


As former priests, we justly marvel that 
such an accurate and valuable work can be 
put out by a Protestant layman. Few priests 
of the church of Rome could attempt a work 
of this kind, and we wish every priest would 
have and study a copy of it. All the texts 
and parts of texts that are twisted to serve 
the unwarranted claims of the papacy can 
be seen here in their true meaning, for the 
Greek original is the true key to the proper 
meaning of the New Testament. Apart from 
the enlightenment that this book affords on 
controversial matters, it should serve as a 
most consoling help in private Bible study 
and personal meditation. It makes live the 
Word of God so needed today in the solu- 
tion of the ills of the world. We earnestly 
recommend it; the price is very reasonable 
for such a large volume. 


* * * 


THE PROBLEM OF ANTICHRIST, by Rev. 
Fred J. Peters; 71 pages, paper covers. Price 
35¢ 


THIS is another of the “Popular Protestant 


Prophetic Studies” of this author. It is 
in defense of the “historic” interpretation 
ot the antichrist, and should prove a valu- 
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able contribution to this question in these 
times to many who see the near fulfillment 
of Bible prophecies. 


--O-- 
OTHER BOOKS RECEIVED 


A COMMENTARY ON ST. PAUL’S EPIS- 
TLE TO THE GALATIANS, by Martin 
Luther; New and Abridged Translation. by 
Theodore Graebner, D.D., Professor of Phil- 
osophy and New Testament Interpretation 
at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo.; 282 
pages, cloth, Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., Price $1.95. 


THIS famous document of the great reform- 
er Martin Luther is of greater importance 
than ever today when the whole post-Ref- 
ormation civilization is being attacked 
from all sides. Here we have Luther’s own 
masterful explanation of the Pauline doc- 
trine of justification by faith, not by works 
either of the Jewish or Roman Catholic re- 
ligion. It was this re-assertion of the true 
teachings of Evangelical Christianity that 
made the Reformation the source of so 
many blessings to mankind. 

In this work Luther hits hard at the 
whole false foundation of papal teaching. 
Here is stressed the vital fact that in the 
spiritual realm “man can perform nothing 
but sin, because he is sold under sin”. He 
quotes the rime in which the church of 
Rome taught its erroneous doctrine: 

“God will no more require of man, 

Than of himself perform he can” 
which, says Luther, may hold true in mater- 
ial things but not in the things of the spirit. 

Like all reprints of original masterpieces, 
this work of Martin Luther surpasses any- 
thing written by moderns about him and 
his teaching. 


MY RADIO TALKS ON 
ROMAN CATHOLICISM 


By Rev. STepHen L. Testa 
(A Converted Roman Catholic) 


A set of 14 booklets and tracts 
Price $1.00 


Order from: 
SCRIPTURE TRUTH SOCIETY, 
156 FIFTH AVE., 
NEW YORK, N, Y. 





THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


THE EDITOR’S 
MAILBAG 


ARE YOU MOVING? 


YOU should notify us in advance of 
any change of address, as the post 
office will not forward our magazine 
to you even if you leave a forwarding 
address. Your compliance in this mat- 
ter will save delay and expense. 


SO. AMERICAN MISSIONARIES 


REV. S. B. Mosby, of the Scandinavian Al- 
liance Mission to South America, writes to 
say: 


“Your magazine is very enlightening. May 
the Lord continue to bless you in your 
ministry to declare the truth to a needy 
world. It touches our heart to see how 
many souls are bound in the darkness of 
superstition and religious fanaticism 
which hinders the truth of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ from reaching the people.” 


* * #8 


FROM Washington, D. C., L. L. F., a con- 
verted Catholic, writes: 


“For years I was not only a devout Cath- 
olic but really ‘tried to study the religious 
practices that they called ‘perfection’. But 
I found a great lack of response and a 
sense of futility in it all. I believe that I 
am now on the right track and realize 
that it is only the Holy Spirit that regen- 
erates. Yet I do not seem to be able to 
have the ‘experience’. I know I have lots 
to unlearn, and can appreciate what a 
former priest must go through. However, 
the joy in the Lord certainly compensates 
for all that has to be suffered.” 


zs * # 


P.M. of Boston, Mass., commenting on our 
Bellarmine-Jefferson articles, says: 


“In reading your articles on the ‘Bellar- 
mine-Jefferson Legend’ I at once thought 
of a book by the late Dr. W. E. Garrison, 
entitled, Catholicism and the American 
Mind, for it contains a chapter on the 
same subject, which the author also ex- 
plodes in a very effective manner.” 


« INFALLIBILITY 

“SPEAKING of infallibility, one of 
great evils that flow from that doc 
is that they are not content to let t 
pope alone be infallible. Somehow eve 
little parish priest seems to think it 
heres in the powers granted to him 
ordination. . . Indeed, it seems even to 
further. Read the Catholic newspap 
and magazines—they are always 4d 
matic, always sure of their ground, ‘cc 
sure’ I should say! 


K. F., San Diego, Cal.” 


* * . 


NO IMPRIMATUR 


EW JERSBEY’S so-called “Race-hat 

Law” was declared to be invalid 
December 5 by the New Jersey Supre 
Court. Though primarily aimed at 
Semitic Bundists, its provisions could h 
been used as a curb on free speech of all | 
criticism of any race or creed. 

Rightly the Court declared, “It would 

a greater evil to our State and its peo 
if the press was subject to censorship 
the free speech of the individual depend 
upon a censor’s imprimatur.” 


* . * 


VATICAN-AXIS UNITY 


AN ASSOCIATED PRESS dispatch of 
ember 3, says: “Bishop Enrique Pla’ 
Deniel of Salamanca today was named © 
dinal Primate of Spain by General Franc! 
Franco with the approval of the Vatica 
A cardinal primate is the first cardinal 
the country in dignity and prestige, as 
as ecclesiastical rank. 


STILL $1.00 A YEAR 


DESPITE rising costs of mate ; 
and production we do not want to in- 
crease our yearly subscription rate be- 
yond the convenient $1.00 a 
(Canada $1.25). We look to those 
can afford to do so to make up 
deficiency in our budget by cont 

ing what they can towards our s 
taining fund. This is necessary 
the continuance and expansion of 4 
magazine like ours which carries 
commercial advertising. 
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